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The final report from the Investigation Committee of Seoul National 
University (SNU) (1) has concluded that the authors of two papers 
published in Science (2, 3) have engaged in research misconduct and 
that the papers contain fabricated data. With regard to Hwang et al., 
2004 (2), the Investigation Committee reported that the data showing 
that DNA from human embryonic stem cell line NT-1 is identical to 
that of the donor are invalid because they are the result of 
fabrication, as is the evidence that NT-1 is a bona fide stem cell line. 
Further, the committee found that the claim in Hwang et al., 2005 
(3) that 11 patient-specific embryonic stem cells line were derived 
from cloned blastocysts is based on fabricated data. According to the 
report of the Investigation Committee, the laboratory “does not 
possess patient-specific stem cell lines or any scientific basis for 
claiming to have created one.” Because the final report of the SNU 
investigation indicated that a significant amount of the data 
presented in both papers is fabricated, the editors of Science feel that 
an immediate and unconditional retraction of both papers is needed. 
We therefore retract these two papers and advise the scientific 
community that the results reported in them are deemed to be 
invalid. 

As we post this retraction, six of the 15 authors of Hwang et al., 
2004 (2) have agreed to retract their paper. All of the 25 authors of 
Hwang et al., 2005 (3) have agreed to retract their paper.  

Science regrets the time that the peer reviewers and others spent 
evaluating these papers as well as the time and resources that the 
scientific community may have spent trying to replicate these 
results. 

Donald Kennedy 
Editor-in-Chief 
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